
The Year of Achieving Our Shakubuku Goal

N

Nichiren Daishonin states in “On Practicing According to the
Buddha’s Teachings”:
The fifth Five-hundred-year Period, which corresponds to the beginning of the
Latter Day of the Law, is the time when the pure and perfect teaching of the
single truth of the Lotus Sutra is to be propagated throughout the world. [As
precisely predicted by the Buddha], this is the age of conflict, when the pure
Law will become obscured and lost, and the Lotus Sutra and pre-Lotus Sutra
teachings are confused. When there are enemies, you should take up a sword,
stave, and bows and arrows. When there are no enemies, you do not need such
weapons. In the present time of the Latter Day of the Law, the pre-Lotus Sutra
teachings are the enemies of the Lotus Sutra. When the teaching of the one
vehicle of Buddhahood is spread, all the pre-Lotus Sutra teachings become its
enemies. When the Lotus Sutra and pre-Lotus Sutra teachings are confused,
you first should refute the pre-Lotus Sutra teachings using the true Mahayana.
Of the two practices of shoju and shakubuku, this is called shakubuku, based
on the Lotus Sutra.
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